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SUMMARY PLAN DESCRIPTION 
 

For a Plan of Insurance Underwritten by 
ReliaStar Life Insurance Company 

P.O. Box 122 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55440-0122 

 
Plan Name, Number and Name and Address of Plan Sponsor: 
VMware Inc.  Group Health & Welfare Plan 
70834-8CHI 
VMware, Inc. 
3401 Hillview Avenue 
Palo Alto, CA  94304 
  
Name, Address, and Telephone Number of the Plan Administrator:  
Health & Welfare Plan Committee c/o VMware Benefits Department 
3401 Hillview Avenue 
Palo Alto, CA  94304 
888-869-2738 

 
Identification Numbers 
IRS Employer Identification Number: 94-3292913 
Plan Number: 503 

 
Agent for Legal Process: Plan Administrator 

 
Trustees: None 

 
Collective Bargaining or Multiple-Employer Agreements under which Plan is Established: None 

 
Type of Administration: Records maintained by Policyholder. 

 
Premium Payments: Premiums are 100% Employee paid. 

 
Plan Year: January 1 through December 31 

 
Claim Procedures: Please refer to CLAIM PROCEDURES section(s). 

 
Statement of ERISA Rights: Please refer to STATEMENT OF ERISA RIGHTS section. 

 
Eligibility and Circumstances Limiting Eligibility: As described in the Certificate of insurance. 

 
Type of Plan: As described in the Certificate of insurance. 

 
Benefits in Plan: As described in the Certificate of insurance. 

 
Amendment or Termination of Plan: The Plan Sponsor makes no promise to continue these benefits in the future 
and rights to future benefits will never vest.  The Plan Sponsor reserves the right to amend, modify, revoke or 
terminate the plan, in whole or part, at any time.  ReliaStar Life Insurance Company's policy may be amended or 
terminated as set forth in the Policy. 

 
Benefits, Rights, and Obligations after Termination: As described in the Certificate of insurance. 



 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY PLAN DESCRIPTION 
 

CLAIM PROCEDURES FOR HOSPITAL CONFINEMENT INDEMNITY INSURANCE 
 

1) Information regarding claim submission may be obtained from the Plan Administrator or Human Resource 
Department. 

2) ReliaStar Life Insurance Company (ReliaStar Life) will process the claim and make payment or issue a denial 
notice. 

3) Written notice of denial of a claim will be furnished to the claimant within 90 days after receipt of the claim.  An 
extension of 90 days will be allowed for processing the claim if special circumstances are involved.  The claimant 
will be given notice of any such extension.  The notice will state the special circumstances involved and the date 
a decision is expected. 

4) The notice of denial will be written in an understandable manner and include the following: 
a. The specific reason(s) for the denial. 
b. Specific reference to the provision which forms the basis of the denial. 
c. A description of additional information, if any, which would enable a claimant to receive the benefits sought 

and an explanation of why it is needed. 
d. An explanation of the claim review procedure, including the time limits applicable to such procedures and 

notice of the claimant’s right to bring a civil action pursuant to Section 502(a) of ERISA following an adverse 
decision on appeal. 

5) The claimant may request an appeal at any time during the 60-day period following receipt of the notice of denial 
of the claim. 

6) ReliaStar Life will consider requests for an appeal of a denied claim upon written application of the claimant or 
his or her duly authorized representative.  As part of the appeal, the claimant has the right, upon request and free 
of charge, to access or obtain copies of all documents, records and other information that is relevant to the claim 
for benefits.  The claimant may, in the course of this appeal, submit to ReliaStar Life written comments, 
documents, records, and other information relating to the claim.  ReliaStar Life will provide a full and fair review 
that takes into account all comments, documents, records and other information submitted by the claimant 
without regard to whether such information was submitted or considered in the initial benefit determination.  
Review of claim denials and final decisions on appeal are the responsibility of ReliaStar Life. 

7) ReliaStar Life will provide the claimant with a written decision of the final determination of the claim.  This 
decision will be written in an understandable way, state the specific reason(s) for the decision, and make specific 
reference to the provision(s) on which the decision is based.  This decision will be issued as soon as practicable 
from the date of appeal, but not longer than 60 days unless an extension is needed.  An extension of 60 days will 
be allowed for making this decision if special circumstances are present.  The claimant will be given notice if this 
extension is necessary.  If the decision on review is not received within these time limits, the claim may be 
considered denied.  If the claimant receives an adverse benefit determination, the claimant will then have the 
right to bring a civil action pursuant to Section 502(a) of ERISA. 

8) ReliaStar Life has final discretionary authority to determine all questions of eligibility and status, to interpret and 
construe the terms of this policy(ies) of insurance, and to make claim determinations. 
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SUMMARY PLAN DESCRIPTION 
 

STATEMENT OF ERISA RIGHTS 
 

As a participant in the Plan you are entitled to certain rights and protections under the Employee Retirement Income 
Security Act of 1974 (ERISA). ERISA provides that all plan participants shall be entitled to: 
 

Receive Information About Your Plan and Benefits 
Examine, without charge, at the Plan Administrator's office and at other specified locations, such as worksites and 
union halls, all documents governing the Plan, including insurance contracts and collective bargaining agreements, 
and a copy of the latest annual report (Form 5500 Series) filed by the Plan with the U.S. Department of Labor and 
available at the Public Disclosure Room of the Employee Benefits Security Administration. 
 
Obtain, upon written request to the Plan Administrator, copies of documents governing the operation of the Plan, 
including insurance contracts and collective bargaining agreements, and copies of the latest annual report (Form 
5500 Series) and updated Summary Plan Description. The administrator may make a reasonable charge for the 
copies. 
 
Receive a summary of the Plan's annual financial report.  The Plan Administrator is required by law to furnish each 
participant with a copy of this summary annual report. 
 

Prudent Actions by Plan Fiduciaries 
In addition to creating rights for plan participants, ERISA imposes duties upon the people who are responsible for the 
operation of the employee benefit plan.  The people who operate your Plan, called “fiduciaries” of the Plan, have a 
duty to do so prudently and in the interest of you and other plan participants and beneficiaries.  No one, including 
your employer, your union, or any other person, may fire you or otherwise discriminate against you in any way to 
prevent you from obtaining a benefit or exercising your rights under ERISA. 
 

Enforce Your Rights 
If your claim for a benefit is denied or ignored, in whole or in part, you have a right to know why this was done, to 
obtain copies of documents relating to the decision without charge, and to appeal any denial, all within certain time 
schedules.   
 
Under ERISA, there are steps you can take to enforce the above rights.  For instance, if you request a copy of plan 
documents or the latest annual report from the Plan and do not receive them within 30 days, you may file suit in a 
Federal court.  In such a case, the court may require the Plan Administrator to provide the materials and pay you up 
to $110 a day until you receive the materials, unless the materials were not sent because of reasons beyond the 
control of the administrator.  If you have a claim for benefits which is denied or ignored, in whole or in part, you may 
file suit in a state or Federal court.  In addition, if you disagree with the Plan's decision or lack thereof concerning the 
qualified status of a domestic relations order or a medical child support order, you may file suit in Federal court.  If it 
should happen that Plan fiduciaries misuse the Plan's money, or if you are discriminated against for asserting your 
rights, you may seek assistance from the U.S. Department of Labor, or you may file suit in a Federal court.  The court 
will decide who should pay court costs and legal fees.  If you are successful the court may order the person you have 
sued to pay these costs and fees.  If you lose, the court may order you to pay these costs and fees, for example, if it 
finds your claim is frivolous. 
 

Assistance with Your Questions 
If you have any questions about your Plan, you should contact the Plan Administrator.  If you have any questions 
about this statement or about your rights under ERISA, or if you need assistance in obtaining documents from the 
Plan Administrator, you should contact the nearest office of the Employee Benefits Security Administration, U.S. 
Department of Labor, listed in your telephone directory or the Office of Participant Assistance, Employee Benefits 
Security Administration, U.S. Department of Labor, 200 Constitution Avenue N.W., Washington, D.C. 20210.  You 
may also obtain certain publications about your rights and responsibilities under ERISA by calling the publications 
hotline of the Employee Benefits Security Administration. 
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